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• More youth clubs for 
teenagers 

• Safe youth clubs
• Homelessness 
• Supporting people to 

become more 
confident

• Knife crime & spaces 
for young people 

• Mental Health 
• Environment 
• Government Austerity 

• Knife Crime and Gang 
Violence

• Mental Health 
• Drug and Alcohol 

addictions 
• Homelessness

• Gang violence & Knife 
Crime 

• Bullying
• Littering
• The journey home 

from school feeling 
unsafe

• Knife Crime & Gangs 
• Mental Health 
• Environment / Our 

future
• Homelessness & 

Poverty 

The ideas about youth 
clubs were voted two 
highest so they decided 
to campaign for 

was 
top (with MH a close 
2nd), so they planned to 
encourage their peers to 
come to the after-school 
boxing club, to channel 
their frustration or anger 
into boxing and feel 
mentally and physically 
empowered. They hoped 
would combat the need 
some young people feel 
to carry a knife.

The group agreed that 
poor 
contributes to and is tied 
in with knife crime, drug 
and alcohol abuse and 
homelessness, and felt 
more could be done in 
school to raise awareness 
of the importance of 
looking after your mental 
health. They decided to 
create a display board in 
school with messages of 
advice and support for 
anyone who might need 
it.

received equal votes but 
the Lead Teacher 
influenced the decision to 
choose bullying. The 
group decided to deliver 
presentations during 
tutor time and ask 
everyone in the school to 
sign an ‘Anti-Bullying 
pledge’.

won, so 
ideas included a mental 
health awareness day in 
school, movie club, and 
introducing de-stressing 
activities in tutor time. 
They wanted to use one 
of the school podcasts 
(usually written and 
delivered by the head 
teacher) so wrote a script 
and assigned roles. 
Unfortunately, a lack of 
support from the school 
and time before the 
Summer Holidays, meant 
the group could not 
complete their social 
action project. 



• Gang Violence and 
Knife Crime

• Racism 
• Homelessness
• Bullying & Mental 

Health

• Knife Crime - The 
group were 
particularly focused on 
this topic from the 
beginning

• Knife Crime – chosen 
as some were 
personally affected i.e. 
feeling scared to walk 
home at night/ 
avoiding areas due to 
fear of being attacked 
with a knife

• Bullying – chosen 
through a facilitated 
game

• Community Cohesion 
– chosen after 
discovering that they 
liked living in the 
borough and enjoyed 
the carnival which 
brings people together

Around 
, their 

idea was a ‘social 
movement’, 
campaigning for more 
dedicated lesson time 
for PSHE and more 
secure knife bins in the 
local community. They 
explored the idea with 
their Mentors, through 
an activity around how 
choices you make when 
now affect you when 
your older. The group 
then presented their 
ideas on ‘How to keep 
our community safe’ to 
members of staff in 
school.

The group honestly 
discussed whether they 
could have a positive 
impact on , 
as they worried peers 
would not listen to them. 
They shared that many 
young people in the 
school are at risk of being 
involved in gang activity, 
but extra-curriculars and 
strong support network 
i.e. family can help. They 
decided to raise 
awareness and create 
posters to sign-post safe 
spaces and organisations 
that people could go to if 
they felt they were at 
risk. 

The group wanted to 
raise awareness amongst 
peers about the 
consequences of 

to hurt someone, 
through a poster 
campaign, including 
information on how 
people can get help. With 
their Mentors they 
decided where to place 
posters to ensure they 
were visible to students. 
One student said that he 
“learnt that there are 
many problems in the 
community, and they 
should stop the violence.”

They worked together to 
create an 
workshop, to be delivered 
in pairs to forms groups 
and including an 
identification game 
around bullying 
behaviour and what 
students can do if they 
are being bullied. “I learnt 
that we are all passionate 
about bullying and want 
to make a change that in 
this programme.” “I 
learnt that bullying 
effects a lot of people and 
bullying also leads to 
being in a gang.”

The group organised an 
event called Hackney 
Speak Out which aimed 
to increased 

and bring 
people together to 
discuss and highlight 
issues in Hackney. They 
set it up like a funfair, 
where the students, staff 
and The Diana Award 
could engage in student-
led activities, ranging 
from a quiz to a rapping 
game about Hackney. 
The audience were given 
a raffle when they 
entered the space and 
prizes were given at the 
end. 






